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Assistant Secretary for Health
Office of Public Health and Science
Washington D.C, 20201

Dear Colleague:

In recognition of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) Secretary Tommy G. Thompson announced a new resource section on
the department's healthfinder® Web site devoted to Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and other
Pacific Islander communities. Available at www.healthfinder.gov/justforvou. the user-friendly
Web site brings together multi-lingual information in Chinese, Hmong, Khmer, Korean, Laotian,
Samoan, Thai, Tongan and Vietnamese. The new consumer resource will be useful to caregivers,
patients, and others searching for health information on behalf of individuals more comfortable

in their native language.

The HHS Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (ODPHP) partnered with the
White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, the HHS Office of Minority
Health, and the American Public Health Association's Asian Pacific Islander Caucus to improve
access to health information for Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders.
Lessons learned from extensive interviews with the community are available at
hitp://odphp.osophs.dhhs.gov/projects. The new healthfinder® section is the fourth special
population section developed through extensive community input and partnerships.
healthfinder® kids was launched in 2000, healthfinder® espaiiol was launched in 2001, and an
American Indian and Alaska Native section was launched in 2002,

We hope that you will share information about this new resource with your colleagues and
communities. You can download web banners by visiting

www healthfinder.gov/aboutus/linking.htm. Enclosed is a brochure that was developed with
community input. You may order additional copies from ODPHP Communication Support
Center, P.O. Box 37366, Washington, DC 20013-7366 or fax orders to 301-468-3028.

We also welcome your suggestions for continuing to improve the site. Feel free to contact Leslie
Hsu, ODPHP at (202) 401-0732 or by e-mail at Ihsu@osophs.dhhs.gov.

We appreciate the opportunity to work with you to improve health information resources lor
Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and other Pacific Islanders.

Sincerely vours, -

Richard H. Carmona, M.D., M.P.H., F.A.C.5. John Duong
Surgeon General and Acting Assistant Executive Director, White House
Secretary for Health Initiative on Asian Americans and

Pacific Islanders

Enclosure

U.S. Public Health Service
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